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Message from the Editors

Closing the Research and Data Gap 
in Order to Serve Asian Americans 
HUK�7HJPÄJ�0ZSHUKLYZ�)L[[LY

Shirley Hune and Marjorie Kagawa-Singer 

One of the greatest assets of the United States as a world lead-
er is the diversity of the American people in their perspectives, cul-
WXUHV��NQRZOHGJH��VNLOOV��DQG�LQQRYDWLRQV��6LJQLÀFDQW�VHJPHQWV�RI�
the nation’s diverse population, however, remain marginalized in 
their everyday lives and civil rights, have less access to fundamen-
tals (e.g., economic opportunities, education, and health care), and 
are underserved in a wide range of organizations and programs, 
including those publicly funded by federal, state, and local authori-
ties. For a democratic society with enormous resources, this is far 
from an ideal situation for any individual or group. Asian Ameri-
FDQV�DQG�3DFLÀF�,VODQGHUV��$$3,V��DUH�DPRQJ�WKRVH�ZKR�FRQWLQXH�
to be left out of full inclusion and participation in many sectors and 
levels of U.S. society. This special issue of AAPI Nexus provides re-
VHDUFK�DQG�SROLF\�EULHIV�WR�DGGUHVV�LQHTXLWLHV�LQ�YLWDO�DUHDV�RI�$$3,�
community life through examples of innovative research methods, 
data collection, and policies and seeks to guide public and private 
HQWLWLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�IHGHUDO�DJHQFLHV��WRZDUG�LQFUHDVLQJ�$$3,�SDUWLFL-
pation and access to opportunities to meet their needs. 

$$3,V�DUH�FRPSULVHG�RI�GLYHUVH��FRPSOH[��DQG�JURZLQJ�SRSX-
lations. Not only are they part of the historical development of the 
United States, but also they are a growing and vibrant part of U.S. 
society. According to the U.S. Census, single-race Asian Americans 
grew faster than any other race group in the nation from 2000 to 
2010—D������SHUFHQW�JDLQ�� ,Q�QXPHULFDO� WHUPV��$VLDQV�DORQH� LQ-
creased from 10.2 million to more than 14.7 million during that pe-
riod. Asians in combination with other racial/ethnic groups com-
prised another 2.6 million, for a total of 17.3 million single-race and 
multiple-race Asian Americans in 2010. Single-race Native Hawai-
LDQV�DQG�2WKHU�3DFLÀF�,VODQGHUV��1+3,V��JUHZ������SHUFHQW�IURP�
2000 to 2010, but more than half of them report being of multiple 
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UDFHV��1+3,V�WRWDOHG�����PLOOLRQ��RU���������1+3,�DORQH�DQG���������
of multiple races, in 2010.1�%\�WKH�\HDU�������LW�LV�SURMHFWHG�WKDW�$VLDQ�
Americans (alone and in combination) will be 9 percent (40.6 mil-
OLRQ��RI�WKH�WRWDO�SRSXODWLRQ��XS�IURP�����SHUFHQW�LQ�������,W�LV�HVWL-
PDWHG�WKDW�1+3,V��DORQH�DQG�LQ�FRPELQDWLRQ��ZLOO�JURZ�IURP�����
SHUFHQW�LQ������WR�����SHUFHQW������PLOOLRQ��E\�������8�6��&HQVXV�%X-
UHDX���������7KHVH�VLJQLÀFDQW�DQG�FRQWLQXLQJ�GHPRJUDSKLF�FKDQJHV�
create an urgent need to understand the everyday problems that 
IDFH�WKH�JURZLQJ�$$3,�SRSXODWLRQ�EHWWHU��

On October 14, 2009, President Barack Obama signed Execu-
WLYH�2UGHU��������́ ,QFUHDVLQJ�WKH�3DUWLFLSDWLRQ�RI�$VLDQ�$PHULFDQV�
DQG�3DFLÀF� ,VODQGHUV� LQ�)HGHUDO�3URJUDPV�µ�7KH�RUGHU� UHHVWDE-
OLVKHG�WKH�:KLWH�+RXVH�,QLWLDWLYH�RQ�$VLDQ�$PHULFDQV�DQG�3DFLÀF�
,VODQGHUV��KRXVLQJ�LW�ZLWKLQ�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(GXFDWLRQ��DQG�FUH-
ated the President’s Advisory Commission on Asian Americans 
DQG�3DFLÀF�,VODQGHUV�DQG�WKH�)HGHUDO�,QWHUDJHQF\�:RUNLQJ�*URXS�
�,:*���:RUNLQJ�LQ�FRQMXQFWLRQ��WKH�FRPPLVVLRQ�DQG�WKH�,:*�DUH�
comprised of individuals, executive branch departments, agencies, 
DQG�RIÀFHV�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�D�EURDG�VSHFWUXP�RI�ÀHOGV�DQG�SURJUDPV�
LPSDFWLQJ�$$3,�FRPPXQLWLHV��7KH�LQLWLDWLYH�FROODERUDWHV�ZLWK�WKH�
:KLWH�+RXVH�2IÀFH�RI�3XEOLF�(QJDJHPHQW��GHVLJQDWHG� IHGHUDO�
agencies, organizations, and community advocates to promote un-
derutilized resources and opportunities in education, commerce, 
business, health, human services, housing, environment, arts, ag-
ULFXOWXUH��ODERU�DQG�HPSOR\PHQW��WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ��MXVWLFH��YHWHUDQV�
affairs, and economic and community development.

7KH�LQLWLDWLYH�KDV�VWUXFWXUHG�LWV�HIIRUWV�LQWR�ÀYH�´SRGV�µ�RU�DU-
eas of focus, that encompass a diverse range of community inter-
ests and issues, these include civil and immigrant rights, economic 
growth, educational opportunities, healthy communities, and sus-
tainable neighborhoods. The pod structure allows the initiative to 
concentrate its efforts with an issue-based approach while acknowl-
edging the importance of interagency cooperation in devising strat-
egies for outreach and community-government partnerships. 

7KH� LQLWLDWLYH� KRVWHG� D�5HVHDUFK� DQG�'DWD�&RQYHQLQJ� RQ�
$VLDQ�$PHULFDQV�DQG�3DFLÀF�,VODQGHUV�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&���IURP�
'HFHPEHU����WR�����������%ULQJLQJ�WRJHWKHU�LQGLYLGXDO�UHVHDUFKHUV��
ODUJH�́ WKLQN�WDQNµ�UHVHDUFK�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��OHDGLQJ�XQLYHUVLW\�$VLDQ�
American studies programs, and representatives from federal agen-
cies, this conference focused on addressing gaps in research and 
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GDWD�QHHGV�IRU�$$3,V�DQG�SURYLGLQJ�LQSXW�WR�IHGHUDO�DJHQFLHV�LQ�
RUGHU�WR�LPSURYH�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�OLIH�IRU�$$3,V��7KH�LQVLJKWV�DQG�
practices shared during this event underscored the need for ongo-
LQJ�FRPSUHKHQVLYH��UHOHYDQW��DQG�DFWLRQDEOH�UHVHDUFK�RQ�$$3,V��
As a result, two proposed courses of action by AAPI Nexus�MRXUQDO�
founding senior editor and UCLA/CUNY Professor Paul M. Ong 
were to formalize working relationships among university-based 
$$3,� UHVHDUFK� LQVWLWXWLRQV—four institutions formed the Asian 
$PHULFDQ�DQG�3DFLÀF�,VODQGHU�3ROLF\�5HVHDUFK�&RQVRUWLXP�WR�VXS-
port, promote, and conduct applied social science and policy re-
VHDUFK�RQ�$$3,V2—and to publish the proceedings of the convening 
and other issue-related briefs to inform federal policy making.  (For 
more information on the initiative, please see the appendix.)

AAPI Nexus is proud to publish this special issue to coincide 
ZLWK�WKH�VHFRQG�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�WKH�LQLWLDWLYH��'UDZLQJ�XSRQ�WKH�
convening’s theme, we sought out briefs that offered new research 
DQG�GDWD�DSSURDFKHV�WR�DGGUHVV�$$3,�HYHU\GD\�LQHTXDOLWLHV�DQG�
SROLF\�JDSV�DQG�WKDW�ZRXOG�SURYLGH�ÀQGLQJV�DQG�UHFRPPHQGD-
WLRQV�WR�LPSURYH�$$3,�DFFHVV�WR�VHUYLFHV�DQG�SURJUDPV��,Q�)HEUX-
DU\�������ZH�LQYLWHG�SUHVHQWHUV�DW�WKH�'HFHPEHU�FRQIHUHQFH�DQG�
RWKHU�H[SHUWV�RI�WKH�ÀYH�SRGV�WR�VXEPLW�EULHIV��7KH�SULPDU\�JRDOV�
for this special issue are to (1) demonstrate how researchers and 
practitioners are innovatively overcoming the barriers to identify 
WKH�QHHGV�DQG�GLVSDULWLHV�LQ�$$3,�FRPPXQLWLHV������SURYLGH�LQ-
IRUPDWLRQ�WR�DGGUHVV�$$3,�LVVXHV������VXSSRUW�GDWD�GULYHQ�SROLF\�
FKDQJHV�DQG�DGYRFDF\�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�$$3,V��DQG�����SURPRWH�VROX-
tion-oriented and replicable approaches. 

,Q�DGRSWLQJ�WKH�WLWOH�Forging the Future for the issue, we envi-
VLRQ�WKH�SXEOLFDWLRQ�ZLOO�SOD\�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�UROH�LQ�IXOÀOOLQJ�WKH�LQL-
WLDWLYH·V�JRDOV�DV�DUWLFXODWHG�LQ�LWV�´:LQQLQJ�WKH�)XWXUH��3UHVLGHQW�
2EDPD·V�$JHQGD�DQG�WKH�$VLDQ�$PHULFDQ�DQG�3DFLÀF�,VODQGHU�
&RPPXQLW\µ�SDSHU�RI�0D\������3 The dual goal is to provide the 
information and evidence-based strategies to identify and close 
$$3,�LQHTXLW\�JDSV��,Q�WKH�EULHIV�WKDW�IROORZ��D�GLYHUVH�JURXS�RI�
VFKRODUV�DQG�FRPPXQLW\�DGYRFDWHV�H[SORUH�LPSRUWDQW�$$3,�LV-
sues in detail, providing better research and data, along with their 
own analyses and recommendations for improving the lives of 
$$3,V��7KH�YROXPH�LV�DOVR�GHVLJQHG�WR�KLJKOLJKW�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�
for intervention and collaboration, initiate dialogue, and be a cata-
lyst for the collective and coordinated efforts of academics, com-
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munity organizations, and government agencies (local, state, and 
federal). 

2YHUDOO�WKH�EULHIV�LGHQWLI\�WKH�PXOWLSOH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�$$3,V�
are made invisible, absent from and thus silenced, or inadequately 
represented or distorted in research, data, programming, and poli-
cies. Most importantly, they provide new methods, data, and rec-
ommendations for closing the research and data gap in order to 
VHUYH�$$3,V�EHWWHU��7KH�EULHIV�DUH�RUJDQL]HG�LQWR�ÀYH�VHFWLRQV�SUH-
VHQWHG�LQ�DOSKDEHWLFDO�RUGHU��FLYLO�ULJKWV��HFRQRPLF�GHYHORSPHQW�
(including sustainable neighborhoods), education, health, and 
1+3,V��7KH�ÀUVW�IRXU�VHFWLRQV�UHÁHFW�WKH�IRFXV�DUHDV�RI�WKH�LQLWLD-
WLYH·V�SRGV��7KH�1+3,�VHFWLRQ�HQVXUHV�WKDW�GXH�DWWHQWLRQ�LV�JLYHQ�
to this overlooked group. Each section is preceded by an overview 
in order to set the context for the topic and introduce the briefs, 
WKHLU�ÀQGLQJV��DQG�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV��7KH�YROXPH�FRQFOXGHV�ZLWK�
an appendix describing key activities of the initiative to date.

This special issue is truly a collective effort and was complet-
ed on a strict timeline. AAPI Nexus stepped away from its usual 
practice of publishing research and policy articles to present new 
ÀQGLQJV�WKURXJK�VKRUWHU�EULHIV��7KLV�DOWHUQDWLYH�PRGH�DOVR�HQDEOHG�
WKH�MRXUQDO�WR�SXEOLVK�D�ODUJHU�DQG�ZLGHU�UDQJH�RI�UHVHDUFK�DQG�
GDWD�ÀQGLQJV��1RQHWKHOHVV��MRXUQDO�VSDFH�LV�OLPLWHG�DQG�FKRLFHV�
had to be made in regard to submissions. The editors wish to thank 
the contributors for their innovative work and timely responses, 
the reviewers (who remain anonymous) for their valuable input in 
the challenging process of peer review of the submissions, and the 
section editors for their expertise and help in contextualizing and 
VKDSLQJ�$$3,�LVVXHV��

We are most grateful to the initiative, especially Kiran Ahuja, 
Executive Director, Christina Lagdameo, Deputy Director, Albert J. 
Lee and AAPI Nexus Managing Editors Melany De La Cruz-Viesca 
and Christina Aujean Lee for their leading roles in moving this is-
sue forward, Associate Editor Don T. Nakanishi for his valuable in-
sight, Publications Coordinator Mary Kao for her always amazing 
cover and overall design for this substantial double issue and Co-
pyeditor Christine A.T. Dunn for turning drafts into polished pub-
lications. Finally, we especially thank the following organizational 
��������ȱ���ȱ����������ȱ������Ǳȱ�����ȱ���ȱ����ę�ȱ��������ȱ�����-
���ȱ�����������ȱ����ȱǻ������Ǽǰȱ�����������ȱ��ȱ�����ȱ����ę�ȱ���-
munity Health Organizations (AAPCHO), National Coalition for 
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�����ȱ����ę�ȱ��������ȱ��������¢ȱ�����������ȱǻ��������ȱ��-
PACD), Asian American/Asian Research Institute at the City Uni-
versity of New York, Asian American Studies Center, at the Uni-
������¢ȱ��ȱ����������ȱ���ȱ�������ǰȱ��������ȱ�����ȱ����ę�ȱ��������ȱ
Women’s Forum (NAPAWF), Okura Mental Health Leadership 
����������ǰȱ�����ȱ����ę�ȱ��������ȱ���ȱ���� ������ǰȱ�������¢ȱ
and Leadership (APPEAL), University of California, Asian Ameri-
���ȱ����ę�ȱ��������ȱ�����¢ȱ�����Ȭ������ȱ��������ȱ�������ȱǻ��ȱ
AAPI Policy MRP), Ford Foundation Building Economic Security 
Over a Lifetime Initiative, Institute for Asian American Studies at 
���������¢ȱ��ȱ����������Ĵ�ȱ������ǰȱ��������ȱ�������ȱ��ȱ�����ȱ��-
��ę�ȱ���������ȱǻ�����Ǽǰȱ����ȱ�������ǰȱ���ȱ����ȱ�ǯȱ���������ǰȱȱ
���ȱ�����ȱę�������ȱ�������ǯȱȱ�������ȱ�����ȱę�������ȱ���������¢ȱ���ȱ
commitment to AAPI communities, this issue is being made avail-
����ȱ��ȱ¢��ȱ��ȱ��ȱ����ǯȱ��ȱ��������ȱ������ȱ ���ȱ��ȱ���������ȱ��ȱ�Ĵ�ǱȦȦ
www.aasc.ucla.edu/aascpress/nexuscollection.asp.

We hope that the readership is as excited as we are about the 
QHZ�UHVHDUFK�DQG�GDWD�DSSURDFKHV�LQ�WKLV�VSHFLDO�LVVXH��7KH�ÀQG-
ings and recommendations in the briefs open up new opportuni-
WLHV�WR�DGGUHVV�XQHTXDO�DFFHVV�E\�DQG�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�RI�$$3,V�LQ�
the larger U.S. society better. We encourage federal agencies and 
other public and private entities to use them and to work closely 
ZLWK�$$3,�VFKRODUV�DQG�FRPPXQLW\�DGYRFDWHV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�FORVH�WKH�
NQRZOHGJH�DQG�VHUYLFH�JDSV�IRU�$$3,�FRPPXQLWLHV�VR�WKDW�WKH\�
might improve their lives and have full and equal opportunity to 
participate in all facets of American society and policy making. 

Notes
 1. The race-alone population�LV�GHÀQHG�DV�´LQGLYLGXDOV�ZKR�UHVSRQGHG�

to the question on race by indicating only one race or the group that 
UHSRUWHG�RQO\�RQH�UDFH�FDWHJRU\�µ�6HH�+XPHV��-RQHV��DQG�5DPLUH]��
2011 for more information.

 2. The four founding institutions are the CUNY Asian American 
Asian Research ȱȱȱȱ���������ǰȱ���ȱ���������¢ȱ��ȱ����������Ĵ�Ȯ
Boston Institute for Asian American Studies, the University 
of California AAPI Policy Multi-Campus Research Program, 
and the UCLA Asian American Studies Center. 

�� �� $YDLODEOH� DW� KWWS���ZZZ�ZKLWHKRXVH�JRY�VLWHV�GHIDXOW�ILOHV�
UVVBYLHZHU�DDSLBZLQQLQJWKHIXWXUHB���������SGI��
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